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The relationship between big business and National Socialism in the 
years 1930-1933 still occupies a key position in the fascism debate that 
has been conducted among academics in the Federal Republic in 
recent years'). The allegedly decisive support that the NSDAP received 
from the major German businessmen of the time has repeatedly been 
cited as proof that capitalism was responsible for the rise to power of 
"the German variety of fascism". Given the popularity of this thesis, it 
is surprising how little attention historians of the Federal Republic 
have paid to the relationship between big business and the NSDAP in 
the decisive years 1930-1933. Although a large number of sources are 
available in the archives of the Federal Republic - above all in the 
company archives - only a few rather general essays were published on 
the subject during the 1960s°). As a result, the subject was left to 
others. In the 


') In the following, the terms "major entrepreneur" and "major 

The term "big business" is used to include not only "big industrialists", but 
also leading bankers, wholesalers, shipowners and insurance managers. I 
have already used these terms in a volume of essays in which I dealt with 
some aspects of the complex of issues discussed here: Faschismus und 
Kapitalismus in Deutschland: Studien zum Verhältnis zwischen National- 
sozialismus und Wirtschaft, Göttingen 1972. 

°) Dieter Petzina, Hitler und die deutsche Industrie: ein kommentierter 
Literatur- und Forschungsbericht, in: Geschichte in Wissenschaft und 
Unterricht 17 (1966), pp. 482-91; Wilhelm Treue, Die Einstellung einiger 
deutscher Grofindustrieller zu Hitlers Außenpolitik, ibid., pp. 491-507; 
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In the late 1960s and early 1970s, GDR scholars dominated the field of 
German-language literature almost unchallenged with a series of 
publications, although they had only a poor source base, often used 
questionable methods and usually had to work with ideological 
blinkers. While their publications differ in detail, all of them ultimately 
upheld - albeit sometimes with fictitious variations - the well-known 
"agent theory", according to which the NSDAP ultimately only came 
to power through the support of big business and was not - as most 
Western historians believe - a largely autonomous political movement, 
but basically a stooge of the "monopoly capitalists"°). It is these GDR 
publications as well as some factually unreliable older studies 


Treue, Der deutsche Unternehmer in der Weltwirtschaftskrise 1928 bis 1933, 
in: Die Staats- und Wirtschaftskrise des Deutschen Reichs 1929/33, ed. by 
Werner Come and Hans Raupach, Stuttgart 1967, pp. 82-125; Klaus Röseler, 
Unternehmer in der Weimarer Republik, in: Tradition 13 (1968), pp. 217-240. 
+) See, for example, Fritz Klein, Zur Vorbereitung der faschistischen Diktatur 
durch die deutsche GroBbourgeoisie (1929-1932), in: Zeitschrift für Ge- 
schichtswissenschaft 1 (1953), pp. 872-904; Wolfgang Ruge, Die 'Deutsche 
Allgemeine Zeitung' und die Briining-Regierung, ibid. 16 (1968), pp. 19-53; 
Kurt Gossweiler, Großbanken, Industriemonopole, Staat, Berlin t971. 
Probably the most influential publication bya GDR scholar isa book that 
only appeared in the Federal Republic: Eberhard Czichon, Wer verhalf Hitler 
zur Macht? Zum Anteil der deutschen Indu- strie an der Zerstérung der 
Weimarer Republik, Cologne 1967 8. For a critique of this literature, see Eike 
f:feiwiig, Industrie und Faschismus, in: Neue Po- litische Literatur 15 (1970), 
pp. 432-49; ff. A. Turner, Er., Das Verhältnis des GroBunternehmertums zur 
NSDAP, in: Industrielles System und poli- tische Entwicklung in der 
Weimarer Republik, ed. by Hans Mommsen, Dietmar Petzina and Bernd 
Weisbrod, Diisseldorf 1974, pp. 919-31. Probably the best known of the older, 
unreliable and outdated publications is George W.F. Hallgari en, Hitler, 
Reichswehr und Industrie, Frankfurt 1955 ff. Hallgarten, together with 
Joachim Rad- kau, recently commented again on this complex of questions: 
Deutsche Industrie und Politik von Bismarck bis heute, Frankfurt 1974. The 
section of this volume dealing with the period 1930-1933 is not based on new 
research findings, but is mainly dedicated to defending Hallgarten's old theses. 
To this end, Hallgarten uncritically adopts many statements from the writings 
of Czichon and Goss- weiler, including some that contain errors and 
distortions. In general, analysis is largely replaced by polemics. 
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